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An  ADDRESS,  &c. 


much  hath  been  faid  upon  the 
»' fubjed  of  Slave-keeping,  that  an 
aPol°gy  ma)r  required  for  this 
addrefs.  The  only  pne  I  ihall  of¬ 
fer  is,  that  the  evil  Hill  continues.  This  may  in 
part  be  owing  to  the  great  attachment  we  have 
to  our  own  intereft,  and  in  part  to  the  fubjed: 
not  ^aftt  being  fully  exhaufted.  The  defign  of 
the  following  addreis  is  to  fum  up  the  leading 
arguments  againft  it,  feveral  of  which  have  not 
been  urged  by  any  of  thofe  authors  who  have 
written  upon  it. 

Without  entering  into  the  hiftory  of  the  fads 
which  relate  to  the  flave  trade,  I  lhall  proceed 
immediately  to  combat  the  principal  arguments 
which  are  ufed  to  fupport  it. 

And  here  I  need  hardly  fay  any  thing  in  favour 
of  the  inteileds  of  the  Negroes,  or  of  their  ca- 
|>  pacities 


•pacities  for  virtue  and  happinefs,  although  thefc 
have  been  fuppofcd  by  tome  to  be  interior  to 
thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  Europe.  The  ac¬ 
counts  which  travellers  give  us  of  their  ingenu¬ 
ity,  humanity,  and  llrong  attachment  to  their 
parents,  relations,  friends  and  country,  fhow 
us  that  they  are  equal  to  the  Europeans,  when 
we  allow  for  the  diverfity  of  temper  and  geni¬ 
us  which  is  oceafioned  by  climate.  We  have 
many  well  attefted  anecdotes  of  as  fublime  and 
difinterefted  virtue  among  them  as  ever  adorned 
a  Roman  or  a  Chriftian  character  *.  But  we 
are  to  diftinguifti  between  an  African  in  his 
own  country,  and  an  African  in  a  date  of  ila- 
very  in  America*  Slavery  is  fo  foreign  to  the 
human  mind,  that  the  moral  faculties,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the  underftanding  are  debafed,  and 
Tendered  torpid  by  it.  All  the  vices  which 
are  charged  upon  the  Negroes  in  the  fouthern 

colonies 


*  See  Spectatok,  Vo!.  I.  No.  ix* 

There  is  now  in  the  town  of  Bolton  a  free  Negro  Girl, 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  has  been  but  nine  years 
jn  the  country,  whofe  lingular  genius  and  aecom pi ifh meats 
are*  fuch  as  not  only  da  honour  to  her  fer,  but  to  human 
nature.  Several  of  her  poems  have  been  printed,  and  read 
pleafure  by  the  public* 


colonies  and  the  Weft-Indies,  Rich  as  Idlenefs, 
Treachery,  Theft,  and  the  like,  are  the  genu¬ 
ine  offspring  of  flavery,  and  ferve  as  an  argu¬ 
ment  to  prove  that  they  were  not  intended  by 
Providence  for  it. 

Nor  let  it  be  faid,  in  the  prefent  age,  that 
their  black  colour,  (as  it  is  commonly  called)  ei¬ 
ther  fubjects  them  to,  or  qualifies  them  for 
flavery  The  vulgar  notion  of  their  be¬ 
ing 

*  Montefquieu,  in  his  Spirit  of  Laws,  treats  this  argu¬ 
ment,  with  the  ridicule  it  deferves  : 

“WERE  I  to  vindicate  our  right  to  make  flaves  of 
the  Negroes,  thefe  fhould  be  my  arguments, 

“  The  Europeans  having  extirpated  the  Americans,  were 
obliged  to  make  fk  es  of  the  Africans,  for  clearing  fuch 
vaft  tracts  of  land. 

“  Sugar  would  be  too  dear,  if  the  plants  which  produce 
it  were  cultivated  by  any  other  than  flaves. 

“  Thefe  creatures  are  all  over  black,  and  with  fuch  a  flat 
nofe,  that  they  can  fcarcely  be  pitied. 

“  It  is  hardly  to  be  believed  that  God,  who  is  a  wife  be¬ 
ing,  fhould  place  a  foul,  efpecially  a  good  foul,  in  fuch  a 
black  ugly  body. 

“  The  Negroes  prefer  a  glafs  necklace  to  that  gold,  which 
polite  nations  fo  highly  value  :  can  there  be  a  greater  proof 
of  their  wanting  common  fenfe  ? 

“  It  is  impoffible  for  us  to  fuppofe  thefe  creatures  to  be 
men,  becaufe,  allowing  them  to  be  men,  a  fufpieion  would 
follow,  that  we  ourfelves  are  not  Chriftians.” 

Book  xv.  Chap.  v. 


[  6  3 

Ing  defccaded  from  Cain,  who  was  hippo  fed  to 
have  been  marked  with  this  colour,  is  too  ab~ 
furd  to  need  a  refutation.— -Without  enquiring 
into  the  caufe  of  this  blackneis,  I  fhall  only  add 
upon  this  fubjeCt,  that  fo  far  from  being  a  curfe, 
it  fubjedts  the  Negroes  to  no  inconveniences  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  qualifies  them  for  that  part 
of  the  globe  in  which  Providence  has  placed 
them.  The  ravages  of  heat,  difeafes  and  time, 
appear  lefs  in  their  faces  than  in  a  white  one ; 
and  when  we  exclude  variety  of  colour  from  our 
ideas  of  beauty,  they  may  be  laid  to  poflfefs  every 
thing  neceffary  to  conftitute  it  in  common  with 
the  white  people 

It  has  been  urged  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Sugar  Iilands  and  South  Carolina,  that  it  would 
be  impoffibie  to  carry  on  the  manufactories  of 
fugar,  rice,  and  indigo,  without  Negro  flaves.. 
No  manufactory  can  ever  be  of  confequence 
enough  to  focietv,  to  admit  the  leaft  violation  of 

.  the 

u  Quamvis  ille  niger,  quamvls  tu  Candidas  efles, 

,  — - .  Nimium  ne  crede  colon. 

Aloa  Ligufira  cadunt;  Vaccinia  nigra  leguntur.” 

V  I  K  G  1 L. 

€i  I  am  black,— fcbut  comely?* 


Soa&o  f  Sol  onax. 


the  laws  of  juftice  or  humanity.  But  I  am  far 
from  thinking  the  arguments  ufed  in  favour  of 
employing  Negroes  for  the  cultivation  of  thefe 
articles,  fliould  have  any  weight.— M.Le  Poivre, 
late  Envoy  From  the  King  of  France,  to  the 
King  of  Cochin-China,  and  now  Intendant  of 
the  Ifles  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius,  in  his  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  manners  and  arts  of  the  va¬ 
rious  nations  in  Africa  and  Alia,  fpeaking  of 
the  culture  of  fugar  in  Cochin-China,  has  the 
following  remarks-—1 u  It  is  worthy  obfervation 
too,  that  the  fugar  cane  is  there  cultivated  by 
free  men,  and  all  the  procefs  of  preparation 
and  refining,  the  work  of  free  hands.  Com¬ 
pare  then  the  price  of  the  Cochin-Chinefe  pro¬ 
duction  with  the  fame  commodity  which  is  cul¬ 
tivated  and  prepared  by  the  wretched  Haves  of 
our  European  colonies,  and  judge  if,  to  pro¬ 
cure  fugar  from  our  colonies,  it  was  neceffary 
to  authorize  by  law  the  flavery  of  the  unhappy 
Africans  tranfported  to  America  *.  From  what 

I  have 

*  White  fugar  of  the  befl  quality,  is  fold  for  three  dol¬ 
lars  the  Cochin-China  quintal,  which  weighs  from  i£o  to 
200  pounds  French.  Ninety-one  pounds  eight  ounces 
French,  makes  one  hundred  pounds  EngliOi. 


C  8  ] 

I  have  obferved  at  Cochin-China,,  I  cannot  en¬ 
tertain  a  doubt,  but  that  our  Weft-India  colo¬ 
nics,  had  they  been  diftributed  without  referva- 
tion  amongft  a  free  people,  would  have  produced 
double  the  quantity  that  is  now  procured  from 
the  labour  of  the  unfortunate  Negroes* 

i6  What  advantage,  then,  has  accrued  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  civilized  as  it  is,  and  thoroughly  verfed 
in  the  laws  of  nature,  and  the  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  by  legally  authorizing  in  our  colonies,  the 
daily  outrages  againit  human  nature,  permitting 
them  to  debafe  man  almoft  below  the  level  of 
the  beads  of  the  field  ?  Thefe  ftavilh  laws  have 
proved  as  oppofite  to  its  intereft,  as  they  are 
to  its  honour,  and  to  the  laws  of  humanity. 
This  remark  I  have  often  made. 

“  Liberty  and  property  form  the  hafis  of  abun¬ 
dance/  and  good  agriculture  :  I  never  obferved 
it  to  flourifh  where  thofe  rights  of  mankind  were 
not  firmly  eftablifhed.  The  earth,  which  mul¬ 
tiplies  her  productions  with  a  kind  of  profu- 
fion,  under  the  hands  of  the  free-borii  labourer, 
feems  to  fhrink  into  barrennefs  under  the  fweat 
of  the  flave.  Such  is  the  will  of  the  great 
Author  of  our  nature,  who  has  created  man 

free. 


free,  -and  afligned  to  hi  the  earth,  that  he 
might  cultivate  hu  pofleffiun  with  the  fweat  of 
his  brow  ?  but  ftill  fliouid  enjoy  his  liberty  * 
Now,. if  the  plantations  in  the  iflands  and 
the  fouthern  colonies  were  more  limited,  and 
free  men  only  employed  in  working  them,  the* 
general  product  would  be  greater,  although  the 
profits  to  individuals  w^pld  be  lefs, — a  circum- 
ftance  this,  which  by  c^iinifliing  opulence  in 
fdfcr,  would  fupprefs  luxury  and  vice,  and  pro¬ 
mote  that  equal  diftribution  of  property,  which 
appears  |)eft  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  fociety  I  know  it  has  been  faid  by  fome, 
that  none  but  the  natives  of  warm  climates 
B  could 

*  From  this  account  of  Le  Poivre’s*  we  may  learn  the 
futility  of  the  'argument,  that  the  number  of  veflels  in  the 
Fugar  trade,  lerve  as  a  nurfery  for  feamen,  and  that  the  Ne¬ 
groes  confume  a  largejquantity  of  the  manufa&ures  of  Great  - 
Britain.  If  free  men  only  were  employed  in  the  iflands,  a 
double  quantity  of  fugar  Would  be  made,  and  of  courfe  twice 
'the  number  of  veflels  and  .feamen  Would  be  m#de  ufe  of  in 
the  trade.  One  free  man  confumes  yearly  four  times  the 
quantity  of  Britifh  goods  that  a  Ncgroe  does*  Slaves  multi¬ 
ply  in  all  countries  flowly.  Free  men  multiply  in  proportion 
as  flavery  is  difcouraged.  It  is  t*  he  hoped  therefore,  that 
motives  of  policy  will  at  laft  induce  Bntons  to  give  up  a  trade, 
which  thpfe  of  jufiice  and  humanity  cannot  prevail  apbn 
them  to  relinquifh. 


[  10  1 

con  lei  undergo  the  exeeffive  heat  and  labour  of 
the  Weit-India  iflands.  But  this  argument  is 
founded  upon  an  error  ;  for  the.  reverie  of  this  is 
true*  I  have  been  informed  by  good  authority, 
that  one  European  who  efcapes  the  firft  or  fecond 
year,,  will  do  twice  the  work,  and  live  twice  the 
number  of  years  that  an  ordinary  Negro*  man 
will  do  :  nor  need  we  be  furprized  at  this,  when 
we  hear,  that  fuch  is  the  natural  fertility  of  foil, 
fo  numerous  the  fpontaneous  fruits  of  $hc 
earth  in  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  that  the  na.- 
tives  lire  in  plenty  at  the  expence  of  little  or  no 
.  labour,  which,  hi  warm  climates,  has  ever  been 
found  to  be  incompatible  with  long  life  and 
happinefs.  Future  ages,  therefore,  when  they 
read  the  accounts  of  the  Have  trade  (if  they  do 
not  regard  them  as  fabulous)  will  be  at  a  lofs 
which  to  condemn  moft,  our  folly  or  our  guilt, 
in  abetting*  this  aired:  violation  of  the  laws  of 
Nature  and  Religion* 

But  there  are  fome  who  have  gone  fo  far  as 
to  fay,  that  flavery  is  not  repugnant  to  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  Chriftianitv,  and  that  it  is  not  forbid¬ 
den  in  any  part  of -the  Scriptures  Natural 

•  '  and 

*  This  opinion  has  been  lately  Aipported  in  a  Treatife  up¬ 
on  the  Ranks  of  Society,  fey John*  Millar,  L..L*  D.  Fro 
feilk  of  Law  in  the  Uhiverfity  of  Glafgow*  •' 


1 

J 


and  Revealed  Religion’ always  fpeafc  the  fame' 
tilings,  although  the  latter  delivers,  its  precepts  - 
with  .a  louder,  and  more  diftindt  voice  than  the 
former..  If  it  could  be  proved  that  no  teftimo- 
ny  was  to  be  found  in  the  Bible  aga-inft:  a-  prac¬ 
tice  fo  pregnant  with  evils  of  the  moil  dc  {trac¬ 
tive  tendency  to  fociety,  it  would  be  fufficient- 
to  overthrow  its  divine  original.  We  read,  it  is: 
true,  of 'Abraham’s  having  Saves ■born  in  his 
hioufe^  ^ml  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  that- 
part  of  the  riches  of  the  Patriarchs  confided  m 
t%m can  no-  more  -infer  the  lawfulneis 
orflie^^^Sice,  from  the  fhortaccouht  which  the 
Jewifh  hiftorian  gives  us  of  thefe  facts,  than , 
we  can  vindicate  telling  a-  lie,  becaufe  Rahab. 

Is  not  condemned  for  k  in  the  account  which  is; 
given  of  her  deceiving  the.  King  of  Jericho 'v 
We  read  that  fame  of  the  fame  men  indulged^ 
B  a*  themfelve^ 

.  *  3  And  the  King  of  Jericho  fent  unto  Rahab,  faying 
Bring  forth  the  men  that  are  come  to  thee,  which  arc  entered 
into  thine  houfe :  forthey  be  come  to  fearch  out  all  the  con  ntry, 

4  And  the  woman  took  the  two  men,  and  hid  them  ,  and  laid 
thus,  Therecame  men  unto  me, but  I  will  not  whence  theywwcv 

5  And  it  came  to  pafs'alMt  the  time  of  (hutting  cf  the  gate, 
when  it  was  dark,  that  the  men  went  out :  whither  the: 
men  went,  l  wot  not ;  purfuc  after  them  quickly  for  ye  (hall! 
overtake  diem. 

6-  Bait, 


[  12  J 

themfelves  in  a  plurality  of  wives,  without  any 
ftridtures  being  made  upon  their  condu* * * §S  for  it ; 
and  yet  no  one  will  pretend  to  fay,  that  this  is 
not  forbidden  in  many  parts  of  the  Old  Tefta- 


ment  But  we  are  told  the  jews  kept  the  Hea¬ 
thens  in  perpetual  bondage  The  defign  of 
Providence  In  permitting  this  evil,  was  probably 
to  prevent  the  jews  from  marrying  among  ftrangers^; 


to  which  their  intercourfe  with  them  upon  any,, 
other  footing  than  that  of  flaves. 


rally  have  inclined  them  Had 

„  ,  i-1 , 

~~ their  national  religion  would  Pave 
cd— they  would  have  contracted  altl 


*  6  Bat  (he  Brought  them  up  to  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  and 
Bid  them  with  the  flaiks  o&flax,  which  Ihe  had  laid  in  order 
upon  the  roof.  Joshua,  Chap*  II. 

v.r  *  Prov.  Vo  r8,  19,  20*  f  Levit.  xxv.  44,  4$,  46.  . 

&  i  That  marriage  with  Grangers  was  looked  upon  as  a  crime; 
"■J|ms>ng ’the  Jews,  we»  learn  irom  Ezra  ix,  1  to  6y  alfo  from 
the  whole  of  Chapter  x. 

§  May  not  this  be  the  reafon- why.  {Wines*  flefh  was  for - 
hidden  to  the  Jews,  leaft  they  {horrid  be/tempted  to  eat  with 
their  Heathen  neighbours,,  who  ufed  it  in  diet  ?  This  appears 
$M>re  probable  than  the  opinion  of  Doctor  Mead,  who  fnp- 
*  pSfes  that  it  has  a  phyfical  tendency  tpVproduce  the  leprofy ; 
or  that  pi  Voltaire,  who  stiffens  that  the  Jews  learned  to 
abstain  from  this  fle(h  from  the  ^Egyptians ,  who  valued  the 
alnaoit  to  a  degree  of  idolatry  for  .its':  great  ufefulnefs  in 
yr  ‘  rooting 


and  the  lotention  of  Providence  in  keeping 
them  'IffAiftinifc  •  people,  in  order  to  accom¬ 
pli!  h  the  pmmife.made  to  Abraham,  that  “-in 
liis  feed  alFAhe  nations  of  the  earth-  fnoidd  be 


blelfed/’  would  have  been  defeated  ;  fo  that  the 
defcent  of  the  Messiah  from  Abraham,  could 
not  have  been  traced,  and  the  divine  commiilioii 
-•’  of  the- "Son  of  God,  would  have  wanted,  one  of 
&4t®  powerful  arguments  to  fupport  it*  But 
to  their  own  countrymen,  it  is  plain, 
§H(lavery  was  not  tolerated.  Hence,  at  the 


years,  or  in  the  year  of  the  jubilee, 
|few  flaves  were  let  at  liberty  %  and,  it 
was  held  unlawful  to  detain  them  in  iervitude 
longer  than  that  time,  except  by  their  own  con- 

■  fenfc 


footing  up  the  ground.  What  makes  this'  conje&ure  the 
more  probable  is,  that  the  )ewrj  ahiiained  from  teverai  other 
Muds  of  deih  ufed.by  their  Heathen  neighbours,  which  havs 
never  been  accufed  of  bringing  on  difeafes  ofthe  iki-n,  an^vhf^n. 
were  ufed  conftantly  in  diet  by  the  Egyptians.  The1  account 
which  Tacitus  gives  of  the  diet  and  cuiloms  of  the  Jews,  is 
directly  our  purpofe— — 

44  Bos  quoque  immolantur,  quem  yEgyptii  apin  colunt* 
iEgyptii  pleraque  animalia,  Effigiefque  compofitas  veu^ran- 
tur;  J udeei  mente  fola,  unumque  numen  intelligunt.  Sepe- 
rati  Epulis,  difereti  Cubilibus,  Alienarum  Concubitu  ab¬ 
sent,”  Histor.  Lib.  Y« 

*  Deuteronomy  sxiv.  7. 


M 


[  H  ] 

lent  But  if,  in  the  partial  revelation  which 
GOD  made,  of  his  will  to  the  jew$/:We'  find 
fiich  teflinioni.es  againft  flavery,  wliat  may  we 
not  expedb  from  the  Gofpel,  the  defign-  of  which 
was  to  aboliili  all  diftindtions  of  name  and  coun¬ 
try.  While  the  Jews  thought  they  complied 
with  the  precepts  of  the  law*  in  confining  the 
love  of  their  neighbour  to  the  children  of 
their  own  people/*  Chrift  commands  us  to  look 
upon  all  mankind,  even  our  enemiesrjv  an  oilr 
neighbours  and  brethren,  and,  in  alhthi&gs^ 
to  do  unto  them  whatever  we 
fhoiild  do  unto  usd*  He  tells  us 
£i  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,”  and  therefore 
conftantly  avoids  faying  any  thing  that  might 
Interfere  diredtly  with  the  Roman  or  Jewifh  go¬ 
vernments  :  fo  that  althoJ  he  do£S  not  call  upon, 
matters  to  emancipate  their  Saves,  or  upon 
flaves  to  iffert  that  liberty  wherewith  God  and 
Nature  had  made  them  free,  yet  there  is  fcarce- 
ly  a  parable  or  a  fermon  in  the  whole  hittofy  of 
his  life,  but  what  contains  the  ftrongcft  argu¬ 
ments 


*  Deuu  sv,  12® 

•f  This  is  ftrongly  inculcated  in  the  (lory  of  the  good  Sa* 
mafitan,  Luke 


1  '  W  ] 

meets  againit  flavery*  Every  prohibition  of  co- 
vetoufoefs— “intemperance — pride—- uncleannefs 
-•-theft— and  murde%  which  he  delivered,-— eve¬ 
ry  leffon  of  meeknefs,  humility,  forbearance, 
charity ,  felf-denial,  and  brotherly  love,  which 
he  tai  ;ht,  are  levelled  againft  this  evil  ;— for 
flavery,  while  it  includes  all  the  former  vices* 
neceflarily  excludes  the  practice  of  all  the  latter 
virtues,  both  from  the  mailer  and  the  Have.— 
Let  fuch,  therefore,  who  vindicate  the  traffic  of 
buying  and  felling  fouls,  feek  feme  modem  fy- 
ftem  of  region  to  fupport  it,  and  not  prefume 
to  fanSify-  their  crimes  by  attempting  to  recon¬ 
cile  it  to  the  fublime  and  perfect  religion  of  the 
Great  Author  of  Chriilianity 

There  r 

*  The  influence  ofChriftianity  in  putting  a  flop  to  flavery,  j 
appears  in  the  firfl  chrillian  Emperor,  Con  ft  anti  ne,  who  j 
commanded,  under  the  feverefl  penalties,  all  fuch  as  had  J 
Haves,  to  let  them  at  liberty.  He  afterwards  contrived  to  | 
render  the  man u million  of  them  much  eafitr  than  formerly,  | 
for  inftead  of  recurring  to  the  forms  preferibed  by  the  Ro-  * 
man  laws,  wh‘:h  were  attended  with  great  difficulties  and  a  , 
considerable  expence,  he  gave  leave  to  mailers  to  intranchife 
their  (laves  in  the  prefence  ot  a  Biffiop,  or  a  Miniflei*  and  a 
chrillian  Aflembly. 

Univerfal  Hiflory,  Yob  xVo  F.  574.,  577*. 

Dr.  Robertson,  in  treating  of  thofe  caufes  which  weaken¬ 
ed 
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There  are  -feme  amongft  us  who  cannotAelp 
allowing  the  force  of  our  laft  argument,  but 
plead  -as  a  motive  for  importing  and  keeping 
Haves,  that  they  become  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  the  religion  of  our  country*— -This 
is  like  jollifying  a  highway  robbery,  becaiife 
par#. .of  the  money  acquired  in  this  manner  was 
appropriated  to  fame  religious  ufe.— Chriftianity 

wiU 

ed  the  feudal  lyfiern,  and  finally  abolilhed  %very  in  Europe, 
in  the  14th  century,  has  the  following  observations---- 
“■•The  gentle  fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  together 
with  the  doctrines  which  it  teaches,  concerning  the  original 
equality  of  mankind,  as  well  as  the  impartial  eyelvith  which 
the  Almighty  regards  men  of  every  condition,  and  admits 
them  to  a  participation  of  his  benefits,  are  incoofiflent  with 
fervitude.  But  in  this,  as  in  many  other  in  fiances,  confider- 
at  ions  0"  interefi  and  the  maxims  ol  falfe  policy,  led  men 
to  -a  eondudi  inconfifient  with  their  principles.  ’They 
were  fo  fenfihle,  however,  of.  the  inconiifiency,  that  to 
fet  their  fellow  Chriftians  at  liberty  from;  fervitude 
was  deemed  an  aft  ©f  piety  highly  meritorious  and  accept¬ 
able  to  Heaven.  The  humane  fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion,  firuggled  with  the  maxims  and  ipanners  of  the  world, 
and  contributed  more  than  any  other  circumfiaitce,  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  practice  of  man u million.  The  formality  of  manu- 
imifiion  was  executed  in  a  church  or  a  religious  affembly.-— 
The  perfon  to  be  fet  free,  was  led  round  the  great  altar, 
'frith  a  torch  in  his  hand,  he- took  hold  of  the  horns  of  the 
ahar,  and  there  the  folemn  words  conferring  liberty,  were 
pronounced.”  ^ 

Charles  Y.  Hiftorical  Illuftrations.  Note  xx. 
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will  never  be  propagated  by  any  other  methods 
than  thofe  employed  by  Chrift  and  his  Apathies* 
Slavery  is  an  engine  as  little  fitted  for  that  pur* 
pofe  as  fire  or  the  fworcl  A  Chriftian  flave  is  a 
contradiction  in  terms  But  if  we  enquire  into 
the  methods  employed  for  converting  the  Ne¬ 
groes  to  Chriftianity,  we  fhall  find  the  means 
lifted  to  the  end  propofed.  In  many  places 
Sunday  is  appropriated  to  work  for  themfelves* 
Reading  and  writing  are  difeouraged  among 
j  them.  A  belief  is  even  inculcated  among  feme, 
that  they  have  no  fouls.  In  a  word,  every  at-1 
tempt  to  iriflrudi  or  convert  them,  has  been  con- 
j  ftantly  oppofed  by  their  mailers.  Nor  has  the 
1  example  of  their  Chriftian  mailers  any  tendency 
i  to  prejudice  them  in  favour  of  our  religion.  How 
j  C  often 

*  St,  Paul’s  letter  to  Philemon,  in  behalf  of  Onefimus, 
find  bv  fome  to  contradict  this  affertion,  but,  ir  viewed 
properly,  will  father  fitpport  it.  He  defifes  Philemon  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  “  not  us  a  fervant,  but  us  a  brother  beloved,** 
“as  his  fon— and  part  of  himfeU.**  In  other  parts  of  his 

1;  writing,  he  obliquely  hints  at  the  impoffibility  of  uniting; 
the  duties  of  a  Chriifian,  with  the  offices  of  a  (lave.  V  Ye 
s*re  bought  with  a  price,  be  not  therefore  the  fervants  ot 
|Puen.”  i  Corinth,  vii.  23.  Had  he  lived  to  fee  Chriitianity 
|titablill:ed  by  law,  in  the  countries  where  he  preached, 
mvh  what  a  tonent  of  chriftian  eloquent,  e  may  we  not  fup- 
I'Vc  he  would  ha\c  declaimed  ago  AC  iLvery  1 
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often  do  they  betray,  in  their  fudd.ee  tranfports 
of  anger  and  refentment,  .(againft  which  there  is 
•noreflraint  provided  towards,  their  Negroes)  the 
niofr.  violent  degrees  of  paffion  and  fury  !— 
What  luxurv— what  ingratitude  to  the  Supreme 
Being— what  impiety  in  their  ordinary  conver¬ 
sation  do  fome  of  them  difeover  in  the  prefence 
of  their  Haves  t  I  fay  nothing  of  the  diffolution 
of  marriage  vows,  or  the  entire  abolition  of  ma¬ 
trimony,  which  the  frequent  idle  of  them  intro¬ 
duces,  and  which  are  diredtly  contrary  to  the 
law  of  Nature  and  the  principles  of  CbrifKanity. 
Would  to  Heaven  I  could  here  conceal  the 
Ihocking  violations  of  chaflity*  which  fome  of 
them  are  obliged  to  undergo,  without  daring  to 
complain*  Huibands  have  been  forced  to  pro- 
ftitute  :heir  wives,  and  mothers  their  daughters, 
to  gratify  the  brutal  lull  of  a  mailer*  This— - 
all  this  is  pradUfed— Blufh— ye  impure  and 
hardened  menders,  while  I  repeat  it — by  men 
who  call  themfelves  Chriftians  ! 

But  further— It  has  been  laid,  that  we  do  a 
kindnefs  to  the  Negroes  by  bringing  them  toi 
America,  as  we  thereby  fave  their  lives,  which 
had  been  forfeited  by  their  being  conquered  in 


war 
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war  # •  Let  fueh  as  prefer  or  inflict  flavery  ra¬ 
ther  than  death,  difown  their  being  defcended 
from  or  connedted  with  our  mother countries.— 
But  it  will  be  found,  upon  enquiry^  that  many 
are  ftolen  or  feduced  from  their  friends,  who 
have  never  been  conquered  and  it  is  plain,] 
from  the  teftimony  of  hiflorians  and  travellers,  \ 
that  wars  were  uncommon  among  them,  until  ? 
the  Chriftians  who  began  the  Halve  trade,  flirrec!  I 
up  the  different  nations  to  figlit  againft  each  ? 
©then  Sooner  let  them  imbrue  their  hands  in 
each  other’s  blood,  or  condemn  one  another  to 
perpetual  flavery,  than  the  name  of  one  Chrifti- 
C  2  an, 

*  “-From. the  right  of  killing  in  cafdof  conquefi,  politi¬ 
cians  have  drawn  that  of  reducing  to  fknjery  ;  a  confequence 
as  ill  grounded  as  the  principle. 

There  is  no  ftich  thing  as  a  right  ot  reducing  people  to 
flavery,  but- when  it  becomes  neceffarv  for  the,  prefervation 
of  the  conqueft  ;  prefervation  but  notfeiyitiide,  is  the  end 
of  conquefl,  though- fervitude  may  happen- foraetimes  to-- 
be  a  neceffarv  means  of  prefervation. 

u  Even  in  that  cafe  it  is  contrary  to  die  nature  or  things, 
that  the  flavery  fhould'be  perpetual.  The  people  enflaved 
ought  to  be  rendered  capable  of  becoming  fubjedts.” 

Montefqueifs  Spirit  of  La\ is,  Book  x.  Chap.  3. 

44  Servi  autem  ex  eo  appellati  funt,  quod  imperatores  cap-  | 
tivos  venclere,  ac  per  hoc  fervare,  nee  occidere  folent.  Ser-  J 
vitus  eh;  conftitutio  Juris  Gentium,  q#a  quis  dominio  aliens- ! 
contra  Naturam  fubjicitur.-- — 

Juftinian*  Inftitut.  L,  i.  Tin  3.. 
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m9  or  one  American  be  Rained  by  the  perpe¬ 
tration  of  fuch  enormous  crimes.  Nor  let  it  be 
urged,  that  by  treating  haves  well,  we  render 
their  situation  happier  in  this  country  than  it  was 
in  their  Qwm-—Slavery  and  vice  are  connected 
together,  and  the  latter  is  always  a  fource  of  mb 
fen\  Bcftdcs.,  by  the  greateft  humanity  we  can 
fhow  them,  we  only  leften,  but  do.  not  remove 
the  crime,  for  the  injuftice  of  it  continues  the 
fame*  The  laws  of  retribution,  are  fo  ftrongly 
inculcated  by  the  moral  Governor  of  the  world, 
that  even  the  ox  is  entitled  to,  his  reward  for 
**  treading  the  corn/5  How  great  then  muil  be 
the  amount  of  that  injuftice  which  deprives  fo 
many  of  our  fellow  creatures  of  the  juft  reward 
of  their  labour  *  ! 

?  But  it  will  be  afked  here.  What  fteps~,fliali 
iwe  take  to  remedy  this  evil-,  and  what  ftiall  we 
j  do  with  thofe  :|laves  we  have  already  in  this! 
country  J  This  is  indeed,  a  ©oft  difficult  quef- 

tionv 

* 

*  The  debt  of  .amffier  to  a  negro*  man  whofe  work  is  va¬ 
lued  at  ten  pounds  ibrling  a  year,  deducting  forty  Shillings  a-, 
year*  which  is  the  mssft  that  is  laid  out  for  their  clothing  in. 
the  Web-Indies,,  amounts,  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years,. 

Hefting.  Tfe  victuals  are  included  in  the  above 
Thefe  Qonfi(h  chiefly  of  vegetables,  and  are  very 
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tiom  But  let  every  man  contrive  to  anfwcr  it 
for  himfelfo  If  you  poffefled  an  eftate  which  : 
was  bequeathed  to  you  by  your  anccftors,  and  ■ 
were  afterwards  convinced  that  it  was  the  juft 
property  of  another  man,  would  you  think  it 
right  to.  continue  in  the  poffeflian  of  it  ?  Would 
you  not  give  it  up  immediately  to  the  lawful 
owner  i  The  voice  of  all  mankind  would  mark 
him  for  a  villain  who  would  refufe  to  comply  ; 
with  this  demand  of  juftice.  And  is  not  keep¬ 
ing  a  Have,  after  you  are  convinced  of  the  un-  J 
lawfulnefs  of  it,,  a  crime  of  the  fame  nature  ?  \ 
All  the  money  you  fave,  or  acquire  by  their  la-  / 
hour  is  ftolen  from  them ;  and  however  pSauft- 
ble  the  excufe  may  be,  that  you  form  to  recon¬ 
cile  it  to  vour  confciences,  yet.  be  allured,  that 
your  crime  Muds  regiftered  in  the  court  of  Hea¬ 
ven  as  a  breach  of  the  eighth  commandment. 

The  find  ,ftep  to  be  taken  to  put  a  flop  mt 
flavery  in  this  country,  is  to  leave  off  importing 
ilaves.  For  this  purpofe  let  our  Aifemblies 
unite  in  petitioning  the  King  and  Parliament  to 
dilfolve  the  African  Company  It  is  by  this. 

incorporated 

*  The  Virginia  Aflembly*  which  hacTthe  honour  of  be¬ 
ing  firfl  on  the  Continent  in  oppofing  the  American  Stamp- 

Ad 
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Incorporated  band  of -robbers,  that  the  trade  -has 
been  chiefly  carried  on  to  America.  We  have 
the  more  reaion  to*  expect  relief  from  an  appli¬ 
cation  at  this  ji;mcf  uFer  as,  by  a  late  dediion  in 
favour  of  a  Virginia  Have.,  at  Wcftminfler-Hall*. 
the  clamours  of  the  whole  nation  are  railed 
againfl  them.  Let  fuch  of  our  countrymen  as 
engage  in  the  Have  trade,  be  fhimned  *as  the 
greateft  enemies  to  our  country,  and  let  the  vef- 
fels  which  bring  the  Haves  to  us,  be  avoided,  as 
if  they  bore  in  them  the  feeds  of  that  forbidden 
fruit,  whofe  baneful  tafie  deftroyed  both  the  na¬ 
tural  and  moral  world. —As-,  for  the  Negroes 
among  us,  who,  from  having  acquired  all  the 
low  vices  of  ilavcry,  or  who,  from  age  or  infir¬ 
mities  are  unfit  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  I  would  pro- 
pofe,  for  the  good  of  fociety,  that  they  fliould 
continue  the  property  of  thole  with  whom  they 
grew  old,  or  from  whom  they  contracted  thofe 
vices  and  infirmities.,  But  let  the  young  Ne¬ 
groes  be  educated  in  the  principles  of  virtue  and 
religion— -let  them  be  taught  to  read  and  write 
—and  afterwards  inftrudred  in  fome  bufinefs,, 

whereby 

A&  by  their  refolves,  buve  lately  fet  another  laudable  exam¬ 
ple  to  the  Colonies  in  being  the  firft  in  petitioning  fora  re¬ 
bels  of  this  grievance.  For  this  Petition.  *vidc  page  33, 


whereby  they  may  be  able  to  maintain  them- 
felveso  Let  laws  be  made  to  limit  the  time  of 
their  iervitude,  and  to  entitle  them  to  all  the 
privileges  of  free-born  Eritifh  fubjedbs.  Atmiy 
iate?  let  retribution  be  done  to  God  and  to  ic~ 
ciety  L 

And 

A  worthy  friend  of  mine  has  favoured  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Granville  Sharp,  Efqt 
of  London. 

U  I  AM  told  of  forne  Regulations  that  have  taken  place 
in  the  Spanifh  Colonies,  which  do  the  Spaniards  much  ho¬ 
nour,  and  are  certainly  worthy  our  imitation,  in  cafe  we 
fbould  not  be  fo  happy  as  to  obtain  an  entire  abolition  of 
ilk  very,  ana  probably  you  would  find  many  American  fob* 
jeds  that  would  be  wiling  to  promote  fuch  Regulations; 
though  the  fame  people  would  itrenuoufty  oppofe  the  fcheme 
of  a  total  abolition  of  flavery.  1  have  never  feen  an  account 
of  the  Spaniih  Regulations  in  writing,  but  I  underhand  that 
they  aie  to  the$followmo  effedf .  As  foon  as  a  flave  is  lanebdy 
hiS  name,  price,  &e,  are  :  egiftered  hi  a  public  office,  and  the. 
mailer  is  obliged  to  allow  hhn  one  working  day  in  every  week  to 
himfeif,  befides  biindays,  fo  that  if  the  Have  chufes  to  work 
for  his  mailer  on  that  day,  lie  receives  the  wa^es  of  a  free 
man  lor  it,  and -whatever  he  gains  by  hh  labour  on  that 
day,  is  fo  fccured  to  him  by  law,  that  the  mailer  cannot 
deprive  him  of  it.  This  is  certainly  a  conliderable  llep  to¬ 
wards  the  aboli/hing  abfolute  flavery.  As  foon  as  the  Have 
is  able  to  pirn  hafe  another  working  day,  the  mailer  is  oblig¬ 
ed  to  lell  it  to  him  at  a  proportionable  price,  viz.  one-fifth 
part  of  ins  original  colt  ;  and  fb  likewise  the  remaining  fbuv^' 


And  now ’my  countrymen,.  what  (hall  I  add 
more  to  roufe  up  your  indignation  again!  1 
flavc- keeping.  Coniider  the  many  complicat¬ 

ed  crimes  it  involves  in  it.  Think  of  the 
bloody  war*  which  are  fomented  by  it,  among 
the  African  nations,  or  if  thefe  arc  too  com¬ 
mon  to  ailed:  you,  think  of  the  pangs  which 
attend  the  dill  chut  ion  of  the  ties  of  nature 
in  thofe  who  are  ftolen  from  their  relations* 
Think  of  the  many  thoufands  who  perifh  by 
ficknefs,  melancholy  and  fuicide,  in  their 
voyages  to  America.  Purfue  the  poor  de¬ 
voted 

days  at  the  fame  rate,  as  foot!  as  the  Have  is  able  to  redeem 
them,  alter  which  he  is  abfolutely  free.  This  is  fuch  an  en¬ 
couragement  to  induftry,  that  even  the  molt  indolent  are 
tempted  to  exert  themfeives.  Men  who  have  thus  worked 
out  their  freedom  are  inured  to  the  labour  eff  the  country, 
and  are  certainly  'the  moil  ufelul  fub,ecis  that  a  colony  can 
acquire.  Regulations  might  be  formed  upon  the  fame  plan  to, 
encourage  the  mdutfry  of  flaves  that  are  already  imported 
into  the  comnies,  which  would  teach  them  how  to  maintain 
t«emfclvcs  and  be  as  ufelul,  as  well  as  lefs  expenhve  to  the 
planter.  They  would  by  fuch  means  become  members  of 
focicty,  and  have  an  infereil  in  the  welfare  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,  which  would  add  greatly  to  the  ilrength  and  lecurity  of 
cadi  colony  ;  whereas,  at  prefent,  many  of  the  planters  are 
in  continual  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  their  flaves.— A’ fate 
"Which,  they  but  too  jufllv  deferve  V*  A 
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voted  victims  to  one  of  the  Weft  India  iflands, 
and  fee  them  expofed  there  to  public  fale»  Hear 
their  cries,  and  fee  their  looks  of  tendernefs  at 
each  other  upon  being  feparated.— -Mothers  are 
torn  from  their  daughters,  and  brothers  from, 
brothers,  without  the  liberty  of  a  parting  em¬ 
brace*  Their  maftcr’s  name  is  now  marked  up¬ 
on  their  breafts  with  a  red  hot  iron.  But  let  us 
purfue  them  into  a  fugar  field,  and  behold  a 
feene  frill  more  affedting  than  this— -See  the 
poor  wretches  with  what  relu&ance  they  take 
their  inftruments  of  labour  into  their  i  ands  ! 
—Some  of  them  overcome  with  heat  and  lick- 
nefs,  feek  to  refrdli  themfelves  by  a  little  reft, 
—But,  behold  an  Overfeer  approaches  them, 
—In  vain  they  fue  for  pity. -—He  lifts  up  hif 
whip,  while  ft  reams  of  blood  follow  every 
ftroke.  Neither  age  nor  fex  are  fpared.— -Me- 
thinks  one  of  them  is  a  woman  far  advanced  in 
her  pregnancy.— At  a  little  diftance  from  thefe, 
behead  a  man,  who  from  his  countenance  and 
deportment,  appear#  as  if  he  was  defeended 
from  illuftrious  anceftors.— Yes. — He  is  the  fdn 
of:  a  Prince,  and  was  torn,  by  a  ftratagem,  from 
an  amiable  wife  and  two  young  children— Marie 
D  his 
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Ins  liillcn  looks  !  — Now  he  bids  defiance  to  the 
t\  ranny  of  his  mailer,  and  in  an  in  if  ant  plunges 
a  knhe.mto  his  heart— -But,  let  us  return,  from 
this  fcene,  and  fee  the  various  modes  of  arbitra¬ 
ry  puniilimcnts  inflicted  upon  them  by  their 
mailers.  Behold  one  covered  with  Gripes,  into 
which  melted  wax  is  poured— another  tied 
down  to  a  block  or  a  flake— -a  third  fufpended 
in  the  air  by  his  thumbs— a  fourth  obliged  to 
fit  or  ltand  upon  red  hot  iron— a  fifth— -I  can¬ 
not  relate  it.— Where  now  is  law  or  juflice  ? 
—Let  us  fly  to  them  to  itep  in  for  their  relief. 
—Alas  1 — The  one  is  filent,  and  the  other  de¬ 
nounces  more  terrible  punifhments  upon  them. 
Let  us  attend  the  place  appointed  for  inflidbing 
the  penalties  of  the  law.  See  here  one  without 
a  limb,  whofc  only  crime  was  an  attempt  to  re¬ 
gain  his  liberty— -another  led  to  a  gallows  for 
eating  a  monel  of  bread,  to  which  his  labour 
gave  him  a  better  title  than  his  mafler—  a  third 
famifhing  on  a  gibbet — a  fourth,  in  a  flame  of 
fire  !— his  fhricks  pierce  the  very  heavens.— O  ! 
God  !  Where  is  thy  vengeance  !  O  !  Huma¬ 
nity— Juftice— Liberty— Religion  !— Wiiere— 
where  are  ye  fled.—' 


This 


This  Is  no  exaggerated  pidcure.  It  is  talar 
from  real  life*— Be! ore  I  conclude  I  the  if 
rake  the  liberty  of  xddreffing  feveral  chffics  of. 
my  countrymen  in  behalf  of  our  brethren  (tor 
by  that  name  mac  we  now  call  them)  who  are- 
in  a  ftafe  of  flavcry  among  us* 

In  the  firfl:  place,  let  Magistrates  both  fj- 
prerne  and  inferior,  exert  the  authority  they- 
are  inverted  with,  in  fuppreffing  this  evil..’ 
Let  them  difcountcnance  it  by  their  exam¬ 
ple,  and  fhow  .  a  readktc.fs  to  concur  in  every; 
meafure  propofed  to  remedy  it*. 

Let  Legislators.  reflect  upon  the  truft* 
repofed  in  them.  Let  their  lav/s  be  made 
after  the  Spirit  of  Religion— Liberty— and  our- 
moft  excellent  Englifh  Confcitution.  You  can¬ 
not  fhow  your  attachment  to  your  King  or 
your  love  to  your  country  better,  than  by  ■ 
fuppr effing  an  evil  which  endangers  the  do¬ 
minions  of  the  former,  and  will'  in  time  c!e- 
flroy  the  liberty  of  the  latter  K  Population,., 
L)  2 .  and' 

*  By  a  late  calculation,  it  appears  that  there  are  eight  bun- 
deed  and  fifty  thoufand  Negro  (laves  in  the  Britifn  colonies 
and  iflands.  From  the  number  and  burden  of  fhips,  which 
are  fent  from  England  to  Africa  tor  Have  s,  we  can,  w’th?, 
a  good  deal  of  certainty,  conclude,  that  there  are  not 

lab 


and  the  accefEon  of  fcrangers*  in  which  ihe  riches 
of  all  countries  confifi,  can  only  fleurifh  m 
proportion  as  fiavery  Is  difcouragecL  Extend 
the*  privileges  we  enjoy,  to  every  human  crea¬ 
ture  born  among  us,  and  let  not  the  Journals 
of  our  Ahem  biles  be  difgraced  with  the  records 
of  laws,  which  allow  exclufive  privileges  to 
men  of  one  colour,  in  preference  to  an¬ 
other 

Ye 

lefs  titan  one  hundred  thou  fan  d  of  them  imported  into 
Arnes  ica  every  year,  By  particular  enquiry  it  was  found, 
shat  one  hundred  and  four  thoufand  were  imported  in  the 
year  1768, 

54  In  moderate  governments,  It  is  a  point  of  the  higheft 
importance,  that  there  fhould  not  be  a  great  number  of 
iiaves.  The  political  liberty  ol  thofe  ftates  adds  to  the 
value  of  civil  liberty  ;  and  he  who  is  deprived  of  the  latter, 
33  aifo  deprived  of  the  former.  He  fees  the  happinefs  of  a 
fociety,  ©1  which  he  is  not  fo  much  as  a  member ;  he  fees 
the  fecurity  of  others  fenced  by  laws  himfelf  without  fo 
much  protection.  He  fees  his  mailer  has  a  foul,  that  can 
enlarge  irfelfr :  while  his  own  is  ccnilrained  to  fiibmrt  to 
airnoll  continual  depreffion.  Nothing  more  aftimilates; 
si  man  to  a  beaft,  than  living  among  free  men,  himfelf  a 
Have.  Such  people  as  thefe,  are  the  natural  enemies  of  a  fo- 
saety,  and  their  number  mu  ft  be  dangerous.” 

Spirit  of  Laws,  Book  xv.  Chapt.  12* 

*Tr  The  alterations  in  the  laws  m  favour  of  Negroes, 
&anid  he  gradual, . ’till  the  evil  habits  they  have  acquir- 
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Ye  men  of  Sense  and  Virtue— Ye  Ad¬ 
vocates  for  American  Liberty,  roufe  up  and 
efpoiife  the  caufc  of  Humanity  and  general. 
Liberty,  Bear  a  tefiimonv  againil  a  vice  which 
degrades  human  nature,  and  difiolves  that  uni- 
verfal  tie  of  benevolence  which  ihould  connect 
all  ihe  children  of  men  together  in  one  great 
family-  The  plant  of  Liberty  is  of  fo  tender 
a  nature,  that  it  cannot  thrive  long  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  fl  a  very.  Remember  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  are  fixed  upon,  you,  to  pro 
ferve  an  affvlum  for  freedom  in  this  country, 
after  the  lafl  pillars  of  it  are  fallen  in  every 
other  quarter  of  the  globe. 

But  chiefly— ye  Ministers  of  the 
G  o  s  p  e  l,  whofe  dominion  over  the  principles 
and  actions  of  men  is  fo  univerfally  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  felt,— ye  who  eftimate  the  worth  of 
your  fellow  creatures  by  their  immortality, 
and  therefore  muft  look  upon  all  mankind  as 
equal ;  let  your  zeal  keep  pace  with  yotir 

opportunities 

ed  by  flavsry,  are  eradicated.  There  are;  feveral  privi¬ 
leges,  however,  which  might  be  extended  to  them  im¬ 
mediately,  without  the  lead  nfk  to  fociety,  in  particular,  that 
ineftimable  one  of  trial  by  Jur  ies. 


L  3°  j 

opportunities  to  put  a  flop  to  ilavery.  While 
you  enforce  the  duties  of  (e  tithe  and' ^-ummin/1' 
negledt  not  the  weightier  laws  of  juftice  and 
humanity*  Slavery  is.  an  hydra  fin,  and 
includes  in  it  every  violation  of  the  precepts  of 
the  Law  and  the  GofpeL  In  vain  will  you 
command  your  flocks  to  offer  up  the  incenfc  of 
faith  and  charity,  while  they  continue  to  mingle 
the  fweat  and  blood  of  Negro  Haves  with  their 
facrifices.  If  the  blood  of  Abel  cried  aloud 
for  vengeance  ;  If,  under  the  Jewiih  difpenfa- 
lion,  cities  of  refuge  could  not  fereen  the  deli¬ 
berate  murderer  if  even  manflaughter  required 
Sacrifices  to  expiate  it,  and  if  a  Angle  murder 
fo  feldom  efcapes  with  impunity  in  any  civi¬ 
lized  country,  what  may  you  not  fay  againit 
that  trade,  or  thofe  manufactures— -or  laws 

which 

wsl  It  any  Negro  or  other  Have  under  pumfhment  by  his 
rrnfrer,  or  his  order,  for  running  away,  or  any  other 
crimes  or  mifdcmeanors  towards  his  laid  mailer,  unfortu? 
nateiy  fliall  fuller  in  life  or  member,  no  perfon  what¬ 
ever  find!  be  liable  to  any  fine  ;  but  if  any  man  fhail  of 
wantonnefs,  or  only  of  bloody  mindednefs,  or  cruel  in* 
tendon,  wilfully  kill  a  Negro,  or  other  flare  of  his  own, 
he  (hall  deliver  into  the  public  treafury  fifteen  pounds 
Aerling,  and  not  be  1  sable  to  any  other  punifbmenf, 
c;-  foricituro  for  the  fame.’9 

Laws  of  Bardados,  Acf  329* 
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which  deftroy  the  lives  of  fo  many  thou- 
hinds  of  our  fellow  creatures  every  year 
If  in  the  Old  Teftament  €i  God  (wears  by  his 
holincfs,  and  by  the  excellency  of  Jacob,  that 
the  earth  (hall  tremble,  and  every  one  mourn 
that  dwelleth  therein  for  the  iniquity  of  thofe 
who  opprefs  the  poor  and  crufh  the  needy,” 
who  buy  the  poor  with  iilver,  and  the  needy 
with  a  pair  of  (hoes  what  judgments  may 
you  not  denounce  upon  thofe  who  continue  to 
perpetrate  thcfe  crimes,  after  the  more  full  dif- 
covery  which  God  has  made  of  the  law  of 
equity  in  the  New  Teftament.  Put  them  in 
mind  of  the  rod  which  was  held  over  them  a 
few  years  ago  in  the  Stamp  and  Revenue  Adts* 
Remember  that  national  crimes  require  nation¬ 
al  punifhments,  and  without  declaring  what 
punifhment  awaits  this  evil,  you  may  venture 
to  allure  them,  that  it  cannot  pafs  with  im¬ 
punity,  unlels  God  fhall  ceafe  to  be  juft  or 
merciful. 

"  Amos  ir,  i,  2.—' riii.  6,  7. 


EXTRACf 


FROM  THE 


minutes 

1 

OF  THE 

House  of  Burgesses  in  Virginia* 


Wednesday,  April  i,  1772* 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  Majefty^s  dutiful  and 
|f  1  loyal  fubje&s,  the  Burgeffes  of 
li^J  Virginia,  now  met  in  General  Af- 
^ks=3===3- •$*  fembly,  beg  leave  with  all  hu¬ 
mility,  t©  approach  your  Royal  prefence. 

E  The 


i 
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The  many  inltances  of  your  Majefty*s  be- 

| 

lie  vole  nt  Intentions,  and  mod  gracious  dih 
pofitlon,  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  your  fubjedfcs.  in  the  Colonies,  en¬ 
courage  us  to  look  up  to  the  throne,  and  im-  j 
plore  your  Majefty’s  paternal  affiftance,  in  j 
averting  a  calamity  of  a  moft  alarming  nature  :  ! 

The  importation  of  Slaves  into  the  Colonies, 
from  the  coaft  of  Africa ,  hath  been  long  con- 
fidered  as.  a  trade  of  great  inhumanity,  and 
Wider  it  a  prefect  encouragement,  we  have  too 
much  reafon.  to  fear,  will  endanger  the  very 
exiftenc.q  of  your  Majefty  a  American  domU 
idqnsv 

■  W'b  are-  fenfible,  that  feme  of  your  Maje- 
jty\  fubjedbs  in  Great  Britain,  may  reap  emo¬ 
luments:  from  this,  fort  of  traffic  ;  but,  '  when 
we  confider  that  it  greatly  retards  the  fettle- 
merit  of  the  Colonies,  with  more  ufeful-  inhabi¬ 
ts  rj:s?t  and-  may,  in  time,,  have  the  moil  de¬ 
fensive  influence,  we  prefume  to  hope,  that 
the  i&tercft  of  &  few  will  be  difregarded,.  when 
jplaced  m  competition  with  the  fecurity  and 
tirippmds.  qf  ffich.  numbers  of  your  Majefty** 

dutiful 
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cterifu!  and  loyal  fubiedfcs.  Deeply  imprefled 
with  thefe  fentiments,  we  moft  humbly  befeecfe 
your  Majefty,  to  remove  all  thofe  reftrai-nts  on 
your  Maj'elty’s  Governor  of  this  Colony,  which, 
inhibit  their  affenting  to  fuch  laws  as  might 
check  fo.  very  pernicious  a  commerce. 

Your  Majefty’s  ancient  Colony  and  Domi¬ 
nion  of  Virginia,  hath  at  all  times,  and  upon 
every  occahon,  been  entirely  devoted  to  your 
Majefty’s  facred  petfon  and  government,  and  we 
cannot  forego  this  opportunity  of  renewing 
thofe  affurances,.  of  the  trueft  loyalty  and 
warmed:  affedtion,  which  we  have  fo  often, 
with  the  greateft  fincerity,  given  to  the  beft 
of  Kings,  whofe  wifdom  and  goodnefs  we* 
efteem  the  furefl*  pledge  of  the  happinefs  of 
all  his  people* 


Resolved,  Nemine  contra  dicente ,  That  the 
Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee,  in  the 
faid  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefly* 


Resolved^ 
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.  Resolved,  That  an  Addrefs  be  prefent^d 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  defire, 
that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  tranfmit  the  Ad¬ 
drefs  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  fupport  it  in  fuch 
manner,  as  he  IhalJ  think  moft  likf’.y  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  defirable  end  propofed.. 
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